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Emergency lighting inspection & testing is often overlooked 
and as a consequence of this, non-working or faulty 
luminaires may only be noticed when they’re needed which 
could result in an injury or worse.

As recommended in the BS 5266: Pt 1; a variation of 
frequencies for testing must be maintained to ensure full 
compliance. The suggested schedule for testing can be 
found within the FAQ’s on this page.

WHAT REGULATIONS COVER 
EMERGENCY LIGHTING SYSTEMS?
The Workplace (Health, Safety and Welfare) Regulations 1992 cover a wide 
range of basic health, safety and welfare issues and apply to most workplaces.

Employers have a general duty under (Section 2) of the Health and Safety at Work Act 1974 to 
ensure, so far as is reasonably practicable, the health, safety and welfare of their employees at 
work. People in control of non-domestic premises have a duty under (Section 4) of the Act to 
people who are not their employees but use their premises. The regulations expand on these 
duties and are intended to protect the health and safety of everyone in the workplace.

Other UK legislation requiring the maintenance and testing of emergency lighting systems 
include:

Building Safety Act 2022

The Building Regulations 1991

The Cinematograph Act 1952

Cinematograph (Safety) Regulations Statutory Instrument 1955 No. 1129

Health and Safety (Safety Signs and Signals) Regulations 1996: Statutory Instrument No. 341

Other legislation dealing with premises licensed or registered for public assembly or 
residential purposes, e.g. Licensing Act, Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) 
Act, Theatres Act, and Residential Homes Act etc, the guides for which all contain a 
requirement for emergency lighting.

British standards specific to the manufacture, design, installation and verification of 
emergency lighting systems:

BS 5266: Pt 1: 2016 Code of Practice for the emergency lighting of premises 
other than cinemas and certain other specified premises used for 
entertainment

BS EN 60598-2-22: 2014 +A1:2020 Specification for luminaires for 
emergency lighting

BS 5499: Pt 1: 2002 (1955) Specification for self-luminous fire 
safety signs

BS 5499: Pt 3: 1990 Specification for internally-
illuminated fire safety signs

BS EN 50171 2001 centrally powered system
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WHAT ARE THE FREQUENCIES OF TESTING 
EMERGENCY LIGHTING INSTALLATIONS?
BS 5266: Pt 1 recommends that the following test frequencies are 
adopted:

Monthly	 Functional operation should be checked at least every 		
	 month. 

Yearly	 Testing for full rated duration should be performed on 		
	 each luminaire at least annually. A visual inspection 		
	 should be performed on each luminaire at least annually. 

It is recommended that discharge tests are performed at a time of least 
risk, such as outside normal working hours, so that following the test the 
batteries can be re-charged prior to re-occupation. Where systems have 
been designed to the recognised standards local key operated switches or 
fused connection units will have been provided, with isolation of emergency lighting 
performed without affecting the normal lighting systems.

During the inspection and test of the emergency lighting system for your premises Guardian 
Electrical Compliance’s engineers will verify the design of the installation to current British 
Standards, departures from the standard, and luminaires failing to operate, will be recorded, and 
issued in the remedial report.

Guardian Electrical Compliance will provide a comprehensive register of equipment that may be 
utilised as a system logbook for the recording of future tests, and alterations to the system.

EMERGENCY LIGHTING LOGBOOK
An emergency lighting logbook is a requirement as stated 
in the emergency lighting Code of Practice (BS5266 Part 
1:2006). 

An emergency lighting logbook records all details on your 
emergency lighting installation. It should include details 
of the electrical contractor who installed your emergency 
lighting installation and details of the electrical contractor 
who maintains your emergency lighting installation. It should 
also contain technical details such as an emergency lighting 
design guide, as well as plans showing the locations of all 
your emergency lights and details of testing, maintenance 
and repairs. 

Each time a test of the emergency lighting installation is 
carried out or an emergency light, is repaired, replaced or 
installed, the emergency lighting logbook should be updated.
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GUARDIAN ELECTRICAL COMPLIANCE LIMITED
 EMERGENCY LIGHTING  -  INSPECTION AND TEST SCHEDULE

YES NO* N/A

P19 – Luminaires clean and undamaged with lamps in good condition

P20 – Building occupier and their staff trained on suitable maintenance, testing and operating 
procedures, or a current maintenance contract is in place
P21 – Evidence of servicing of the Central Battery System (in line with manufacturer’s 
procedures); in-house or current maintenance contract is in place
P22 – Evidence of servicing of the Standby Generator System (in line with manufacturer’s 
procedures); in-house or current maintenance contract is in place

P23 – After test, the charging indicators operate correctly

** This can be checked by visual inspection and by checking that the illumination from the luminaires is not obscured and that minimum 
design spacings have been met.

P11 – Emergency circuits correctly segregated from other supplies

P12 – Wiring to emergency lighting power supply sources as a fixed installation, where a 
specialist plug and socket arrangement is used , it is protected against unauthorised 
interference
P13 – System has a suitable test facility for the application

P14 – Central power system output voltage range is compatible with the supply voltage range 
of the luminaires, taking into account the supply cable voltage drop
P15 – Luminaires tested and found to operate for the full duration

P16 – Operation and maintenance

1.2

13.3

14.4

10.1
11.6
12
12.3

13
13

180
SELF CONTAINED NON-MAINTAINED 180
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9.2.5
9.2.12

9.3.3

P17 – Test records in log book complete and satisfactory

P18 – Instructions together with a suitable log book showing a satisfactory commissioning 
test available for use by the building occupier

P7 – Luminaires conform to BS EN 60598-2-22

P8 – Luminaires have and appropriate Ingress Protection rating for their location, as specified 
in the system design

P9 – Wiring systems comply with the requirements of BS 7671

P10 – Fire protection of central wiring systems satisfactory

P6 – Correct application and siting of additional emergency lighting

SELF CONTAINED COMBINED MAINTAINED 180

BS 5266-1 Clause 
reference

System conforms
(indicate with a a)

RESULTS OF INSEPCTION AND TESTING
*Where "No" Column is ticked, the deviation will be recorded on the defects report

UNKNOWN

P5 – All escape route safety signs and fire-fighting equipment location signs visible with the 
normal lighting extinguished

Requirements

P1 – Plans are available and correct

P2 – Under test conditions, adequate** illumination provided for safe movement on the 
escape route and the open areasP3 – Luminaires correctly positioned and oriented as shown on the plans

P4 – Original design still valid

Self-contained emergency luminaire:

Central battery system:

CATEGORIES OF OPERATION FOR EMERGENCY LIGHTING SYSTEM

EMERGENCY LIGHTING INSTALLATION ARRAGEMENT (Tick applicable boxes)
Open Area Lighting: High risk task area lighting:

Combined emergency luminaire

Standby generator system:

Escape Route Lighting:

Emergency escape lighting:
PURPOSE OF THE INSTALLED EMERGENCY LIGHTING SYSTEM (tick applicable boxes)

Standby lighting:

Partial standby lighting:

GUARDIAN ELECTRICAL COMPLIANCE LIMITED

EMERGENCY LIGHTING - INSPECTION AND TEST CERTIFICATE

CLIENT:
ADDRESS:

PHONE No
PHONE No

PHONE No

TYPE:
X MODE OF 

OPERATION
0, 1 & 2 FACILITIES: UNKNOWN DURATION (IN MINUTES) FOR SELF-

CONTAINED SYSTEMS:

180

POSITION:

DATE:

Action to be taken on finding a failure:
• The supplier of the system or a competent engineer should be contacted to rectify the fault

• A risk assessment of the failure should be conducted; this should evaluate the people who will be at increased risk and the level of 

that risk
• Action may be:- To warn occupants to be extra vigilant until the system is rectified

- To initiate extra safety patrols
- To issue torches as a temporary measure
- In a high risk situation, to limit use of all or part of the building

NOTE: Test programmes for identifying early failures can reduce the chances of failure of two adjacent luminaires at the same time.

COMMENTSDETAILS OF ADDITIONS OR MODIFICATIONS TO THE SYSTEM OR PREMISES SINGE THE ORIGINAL INSTALLATION

DETAILS OF DEVIATIONS FROM STANDARDS
Addition or Modification or Requirement No.

Date

Details

FOR AND ON BEHALF OF:PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR THE 
INSPECTION & TEST:SIGNATURE:

GUARDIAN ELECTRICAL COMPLIANCE LIMITED

TEST

01/01/2023

ELECTRICAL INSPECTOR

I hereby certify that the emergency lighting installation at the above premises has been inspected and tested by me in 

accordance with the “Schedule of Items Inspected and Tested” on page 2, and to the best of my knowledge and belief, 

the installation complies at the time of my inspection and testing with the recommendations given in BS 5266, 

Emergency lighting Part 1:2005 Code of Practice for the Emergency Lighting of Premises, published by the BSI.

for a category
X 0, 1 & 2 UNKNOWN 180 installation except as stated in section D

PHONE NUMBER:
DATE OF INSPECTION:

UNIT 4, ROTUNDA BUSINESS CENTRE, THORNCLIFFE, CHAPELTOWN, SOUTH YORKSHIRE, S35 2PG

01/02/2016

INSPECTION AND TEST CARRIED 
OUT BY: GUARDIAN ELECTRICAL COMPLIANCE LIMITED

REGISTRATION NO.:

0114 257 2080

50249500

ADDRESS:

ADDRESS:

DETAILS OF THE CLIENT
XXXXXX XXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXX   XXXXXXXX XXXXX 

DETAILS OF THE INSTALLATION
XXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXXX XXXXXXX XXXXXXX

INSTALLATION:

BSI INSTALLATION CATEGORY

SUMMARY OF INSPECTION

SYSTEM MANUFACTURER:SYSTEM INSTALLER:COMPETENT ENGINEER RESPONSIBLE FOR 
COMMISSIONING AND ANNUAL TESTS: UNKNOWN

UNKNOWN

UNKNOWN
UNKNOWN

TEST 


